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Editor’s Comments

I hope this edition finds you having
fun with your camera. Comments have been
made that some of the tips I give are above
their expertise so 1 thought for this issue, I
would go back and visit the basic rules of
composition. Because photography is such an
art, it can be expressed in many different
ways. What I have tried to do in the “Shooting
Tips” section, is give some ideas of things to
watch for and consider.

This past spring, 1 tried
photographing ducks swimming on the water.
It was a challenge to get just what I wanted
but I managed to photograph a close up of a
white duck with an orange bill. I turned this
into a black and white photograph and like it
much Dbetter this way Remember that
sometimes, black and white is a better way to
go. Below is the duck I photographed, which
do you like better? You might also notice that
I cropped out some of the background. You
might also notice that in the black and white
photo, the neck and the sport on the bill
follow the rule of thirds. By cropping, a lot of
the empty space is eliminated.

As always, have fun and don’t be
afraid to try something new!

Teresa
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Suggestions

Story board ideas:

+  Back to school (buying supplies, clothes,
etc.)

+ Istday of school

+ How to make pancakes

» End of summer activities (closing the
pool)

+  What an athlete goes through to train for
football, soccet, or other sport

Individual picture ideas:

=+  Birds (see if you can follow the same bird
to different locations, i.c. sitting on a
fence, on the ground, car, wire, etc.)

+ Rodeo (work on your action photos)

» Picnics

+  Try black and white — remember the
greater the color contrast, the better

+ Swimming/water
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Shooting Tips

Depending on the photo, any one of
these rules of composition can help or hinder
your photo. If you are just starting out, have
fun shooting and when you are done, go back
and critique your photos. After a while, your
technique will improve without you even
noticing]!

What makes a good photograph?
Sometimes it is personal preference and
sometimes it is technique. Let’s look at the
technique or composition of a photograph
for a moment. (Note, you may use one or
more than one of these elements to make
your photograph great!)

1) Rule of Thirds — remember to see
your photograph as if a tic-tac-toe
board sits on top of it. As a general
rule, the main focus of the photo
should rest on one of the intersecting
points. Because we read left to right,
having the subject on the left and
looking right tends to be more
appealing,

2) Focus — you want the eyes of the
subject or the main object to be in
sharp focus.

3) Composition — does your photograph
stand alone and tell a story or does
there need to be accompanying
photos or words to get the main idea
across. You want it to stand alone.

4) Leading Lines — do the lines in your
photo bring the viewer in or out? You
want to draw the viewer in or lead the
viewer toward the subject.

5) Mergers — it is not good to have a
pole coming out the top of
someone’s head. Did you cut off an
important part of the subject? It is
suggested that you not cut a person
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or animal at a joint such as the elbow;,
wrist, knee, etc. If you must cut part
of the body near the joint, do it
above or below.

6) Background — is the background
(possibly foreground) distracting or
cluttered. You don’t want to take
away from your subject.

7) Fill the Frame — does the focus point
of the photo fill the frame or is there
a lot of unwanted or blank space.

8) Framing — try to have the objects
around your subject compliment the
subject or make it stand out.

Resources

Do not forget to check out your local
library and county extension office for more
information on how to take better
photographs. The 4-H Mall has the new 4-H
photography books available for anyone
interested. Just visit www.4-hmall.org there are
three different books and they cover several
different topics from beginning to more
advanced photography tips.

There are several photography
newsletters that give tips. Just about any
photography magazine has a website and you
can join the newsletter for free. Many
photography equipment
retailers/manufacturers also have newsletters
available for free.

If you would like to visit

www.fullspectrumimaging.org and click on the
links page, there may be something of interest

for you.
Vi [


www.4-hmall.org
www.fullspectrumimaging.org%20
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Events/Contests

www.fullspectrumimaging.org is
accepting entries for the Columbus Day
Photo Contest. Entry deadline is September
20, Entry form is on the website.

If you are in 4-H, the National 4-H
Council will be looking for new submissions
for the calendar soon. Keep posted with
updates by visiting the 4-H Mall.
www.4-hmall.org

You can also do a search online and
you will come up with more contests than you
know what to do with!!

(&

Test Your Knowledge

1. Is vertical or horizontal framing better
when photographing one person?

A. Vertical

B. Horizontal

2. When photographing small pets, you
should get down low so you aren’t looking
down on them.

A. True

B. False

3. How can you show perspective?
A. Have everything in the photo the same
size
B. Include a person with a large or small
object
C. Get down low

4. It is best to keep your photos simple. Have
one main subject and a lot of other things
surrounding it.

A. True

B. False

5. If the subject of your photo is the sky, have
the hotizon line 1/3 down from the top.

A. True

B. False

6. When the subject is in the ground area,
have the horizon line 1/3 from the bottom.
A. True
B. False

7. Having objects surround or partially
surrounding a subject to make it stand out is
called

A. Mergers

B. Leading lines

C. Framing

8. What is the difference between light and
dark areas?

A. Contrast

B. Shadows

C. Light

9. What are objects that can help or hurt your
photo?

A. Subject

B. Mergers

C. Hot spots

10. What is it called when you follow the
subject while looking through the viewfinder
and take the photo while the subject is
moving?

A. Fast action

B. Panning

C. Good luck


www.fullspectrumimaging.org%20
www.4-hmall.org
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Just For Fun

See if you can complete the acronym with the
following clues.

P - a5 sided part of the viewfinder optical system

H —a 2 dimensional graph showing the brightness range
of an image

O — altering the focal length of a lens, thereby altering
the angle view of the image

T — Rule of

O — too much light reaches the film and produces
a very light print

G — speckled pattern of silver halide points on the
sutface of film or paper

R — this can be golden

A — allows the photographer to control the amount
of light entering the camera

P — image which has the aspect ratio taller than it is
wide

H — bright, white, unwanted spot in photos

Y — 1841, 1st camera invented

Answers to June/July Test  Your
Knowledge.

1.C2.A,3.A,4.B,5.B,6.C, 7. A, 8. C, 9. B,
10. C

Answers toJune/July Just For Fun.

“Have Fun With Your Camera”
1. golden triangle

2. tripod

3. background
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4. histogram

5. foreground

6. wide angle lens
7. overexpose

8. dominant eye

Contest Winner

The Route 66 Photography Contest
“People’s Choice Award”.

Submitted by Andrew in California

The Route 66 Photography Contest
“Judge’s Choice Award”.

Submitted by Sophia in Kansas



