
FOCUS.. CLICK.. DEVELOP.. 
Photography Newsletter 

        

1 

Dec. 2007 / Jan. 2008 

Volume 3      No. 2                       

       Editor: Teresa Pearson 
photoks4h@hotmail.com                                          

 

Editor’s Comments 
 

 Often times this time of  year gets so 
busy and hectic that we forget about taking 
pictures, whether it is of  family and their 
activities or of  the season. Life can be very 
unpredictable and we often say “I’ll get a 
picture later” but a person leaves and we 
never see them again or that one big snow 
storm is never repeated. Life is busy and we 
need to stop and take a minute to “smell the 
roses.” 
 If  any of  you keep or would like to 
start a scrapbook, today is the time to make 
that resolution. Every kid loves to go through 
old photo albums to see pictures of  
themselves or Mom and Dad when they were 
young. Hopefully these photos and 
scrapbooks bring back great memories. You 
can get fancy or just use a photo album and 
label the photos. 
 Photography is about expression, 
perspective, and learning something new. By 
enjoying photography, you and your pictures 
will show your passion for life. 
 As always, keep your camera handy 
and have fun! 
 

Teresa 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Suggestions 
 

 The building of  a snowman, snow angel, 
or snow fort 
 

 Christmas activities such as decorating, 
cooking, gift exchanges 
 

 The number “12”, twelve days of 
Christmas, 12 candles, 12 pairs of  shoes, 
12 mittens, etc. 
 

 Something “new” or representing the 
new year 
 

 The number 365 - 365 M&Ms, peanuts, 
beads, etc. 
 

 The “end”- show the end of  the year, 
end of  a line 
 

 Things representing Martin Luther King 
 

 Parade activities or entries 
 

 Try taking photos using only the 
decoration lighting and not the flash 
 

 Ice or ice cycle photos 
 
Just about any of  these ideas could be 
made into a story board. 
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Shooting Tips 
 

 Whether you realize it or not, every 
time you take a photograph, you are using 
some type of  lighting or reflection. When the 
sun or light is behind you the photographer, 
you are using front lighting. When you use 
light from a window, you are most likely using 
side lighting.  
 Depending on the lighting, your 
subject will probably have shadows. If  
shadows are not something you want, you 
could try using a flash. When you photograph 
outside at high noon, you are using top 
lighting and shadows will occur. If  you use 
the fill flash on your camera, most of  the 
shadows will disappear.  
 If  you are using a side light and want 
to avoid shadows, you could use a reflector. 
Making a reflector is very easy. All you need is 
a piece of  poster board and something or 
someone to hold it in place. White, silver, or 
gold are the best colors to use but they will 
each cast a different glow on your subject. 
You might want to experiment with each 
color. An aluminum foil backed piece of  foam 
board will also work as a reflector. Check out 
the camping section and find the silver 
colored tent or warming blanket. To hold your 
reflector in place, tie it between to brooms or 
attach it with holders between two poles.  

 
  

 
 
 

 

Resources 
 

Do not forget to check out your local 
library and county extension office for more 
information on how to take better 
photographs. 

www.4-HPhotography.org has new 
photography books available for purchase. 
There are three different books and they 
cover several different topics from beginning 
to more advanced photography tips. 

Every day it seems there is another 
book or magazine out that teaches 
photography. Check out your local library or 
book store. 

There are also several blogs on the 
internet which have helpful information. 
Many of  the photography magazines also 
have websites and helpful information there 
as well. 

 

Events/Contests 
 

 www.porters.com has a monthly 
calendar contest. Check to see what the next 
theme is. 
 Town Square magazine is looking for 
photos and stories about happenings in small 
towns. Check out 
www.townsquaremagazine.com for 
information on how to submit your photo or 
story. 
 www.picture.com has a photo 
contest. If  you photo is chosen, you could 
win money or gift certificates and even be 
published. There is also a photo puzzle 
contest. 
 www.4-hmall.org is accepting county 
and state fair winning 4-H photos for the 
2010 calendar. Entries are due March 1, 2008. 
 

Contests continued on next page 

www.4-HPhotography.org
http://www.porters.com/
http://www.townsquaremagazine.com/
http://www.picture.com/
www.4-hmall.org
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Contests continued from previous page 

 
 www.freewebs.com/photoks4h is the 
place to watch for information on the next 
photo contest to be held in conjunction with 
the Columbus Days celebration. New 
categories will be added. 
 www.popphoto.com has several 
different contest categories available. 

 

 
 

Test Your Knowledge 
 

1. Natural light means to get light from the 
sun. 
 
 True  False 
 
2. Artificial light comes from the sun. 
 
 True  False 
 
3. Light from the morning or evening sun is 
soft and yellow and forms short shadows. 
 
 True  False 
 
4. Light from the noon sun is harsh and 
forms long shadows. 
 
 True  False 
 
5. Light from the noon day sun helps to bring 
out details, making it perfect for taking 
portraits. 
 
 True  False 

 
6. A cloudy day gives off  a soft light and is 
great for taking portrait photos. 
 
 True  False 
 
7. A built in flash will always produce front 
lighting. 
 
 True  False 
 
8. Side lighting creates a silhouette. 
 
 True  False 
 
9. Back lighting creates a silhouette. 
 
 True  False 
 
10. Light quality is the only thing that 
determines how a photo will look. 
 
 True  False 
 
11. By using fill flash, you balance the light 
and your photo looks more natural. 
 
 True  False 
 
12. Vertical or horizontal lines suggest 
strength, stability and calm. 
 
 True  False 
 
13. Diagonal lines suggest movement, action 
and instability. 
 
 True  False 
 
14. Photography is a visual art. 
 
 True  False 
 
 

www.freewebs.com/photoks4h
www.popphoto.com%20
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Just For Fun 
 
 How many photography related words 
can you make out of  the phrase 
“WINTERTIME PHOTOGRAP HS ARE A 
TREASURE TO KEEP ALL YEAR LONGó? 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Answers to Oct/ Nov Test Your 
Knowledge. 
 
1.C, 2.B, 3.B, 4.F, Dirt on the lens causes a 
fuzzy picture 5.T, 6.F, It is best to be eye level 
with the animal 7.T., 8.B., 9.T, 10.B, 11.T, 
12.A, 13.B, 14.A  
 
Answers to Oct/Nov Just For Fun. 
 
1.D, 2.B, 3.H, 4.A, 5.G, 6.C, 7.F, 8.E 
 

 
 

 

Contest Winner 
 

 
 
This photo won the People’s Choice Award at the 
Columbus Day Photo Contest. 
 
 

P.S. 
 

 If  one of  your photographs or an 
article you have written is published in a 
newspaper or magazine or wins a top award in 
a contest, let me know and I’ll publish it in the 
next newsletter.  

If  you have an idea for a photograph 
or a technique that has worked for you, let me 
know so we can share it with others. 

Don’t forget that if you have any 
questions or suggestions, you can e-mail me at 
photoks4h@hotmail.com for instructions on 
how to get published in my newsletter, submit 
a suggestion, or for answers to your questions. 

 
 

 

mailto:photoks4h@hotmail.com

