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Editor’s Comments 
 

 Hello again, I hope this finds you well 
and having lots of  luck with trying new 
things. I have been trying this winter to get 
out and get some snow and frost pictures. 
One thing you need to remember…. have 
your camera outside for a while so it can 
adjust to the temperature before you start 
taking photos, otherwise, the lens will be 
foggy and your shots will not turn out.  
 In my suggestions, I have included a 
series of  12 photos to use to make a calendar. 
Maybe you could get a picture of  you doing 
something different every month. Maybe you 
want to remember something special your 
family did together each month. Use your 
imagination. Then at the end of  the year, put 
your 12 photos together and give a calendar as 
a Christmas gift. What a special gift for 
someone to receive, especially that hard to 

buy for someone  
 If  you have not yet tried, still life 
photos, there will probably be a rainy or cold 
day that you could stay inside and try 
experimenting with all kinds of  different 
lights; from window lighting (side light), top 
lighting (ceiling light), to lamp lighting (front 
or back lighting).  
 Whatever you decide to try, 
remember to have fun!! Until next time, 
 

Teresa 

 
 

 

 

Suggestions 
 

 Items that are pink or red 

 Items that begin with the letter “F” or 
“M” 

 Items that represent President’s Day 

 Valentine Day celebrations 

 Try to find 12 related items and make a 
calendar (1 picture for each month) 

 Signs of  spring 

 A series of  photos showing the change 
from winter to spring 

 Show the contrast between something 
old and something new 

 A raindrop splashing 

 

Shooting Tips 
 

 I subscribe to a newsletter, Porter’s 
News, and a couple of  years ago they had 
some very good tips on how to capture spring 
flowers. I thought I would share some of  their 
tips with you. 

 Having a sturdy tripod is essential.  

 Photograph before 10AM or after 
4PM. If  the day is slightly overcast, 
great! Overcast skies help keep the 
light colors from fading out. Using a 
reflector such as a piece of  white 
cardboard will improve the lighting if  
it is a bright and sunny day. 

 If  the wind is a problem, timing is 
important. You can lessen the wind 
by making a temporary screen around 
the flower or secure the stem in place 
using a stake. (I have used a pipe 
cleaner to stake a stem.) 

 Fill the frame with your subject. A 
close up lens or macro mode will help  
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Shooting Tips continued 
 

here. Watch your background. If  the 
background is cluttered, try putting 
up a backdrop cloth. (I’ve used a 
black t-shirt.) 

 Photographing after rain or spraying 
the flower with water will enhance 
your photo. A polarizing filter may 
help to minimize glare and maximize 
color saturation. 

  
 I hope you find these tips helpful. If  
you have some tips that work for you, let me 
know and I will pass them along.  

  

Resources 
 

Do not forget to check out your local 
library, book store, or county extension office 
for more information on how to take better 
photographs. 

www.4-HPhotography.org has new 
photography books available for purchase. 
There are three different books and they 
cover several different topics from beginning 
to more advanced photography tips. 

www.porters.com has a free online 
digital learning tutorial. Lots of  information. 

Every day it seems there is another 
book or magazine out that teaches 
photography. Check out your local library or 
book store. 

There are also several blogs on the 
internet which have helpful information. 
Many of  the photography magazines also 
have websites and helpful information there 
as well. 

 

 

 

Events/Contests 
 

 For those of  you in the 4-H 
photography project in Kansas, the Wichita 
Garden Show has a special event for you 
March 6-7, 2009. In the past, this has been a 
great time to increase your knowledge 
through workshops on Friday night and 
photography judging contest on Saturday. 
Also, there has been a chance for 
photographing the displays and entering up to 
four photos in a contest. Details can be found 
at 
http://www.wichitagardenshow.com/photogr
aphy.html 
  
 If  you are a Kansas resident or 
resident in Jackson, Platte, Cass, or Clay 
counties in Missouri, you are eligible to enter 
the Images of  Aging photo contest. Details 
can be found at 
http://www2.kumc.edu/coa/Photo_Contest/
COA_PhotoContestResults.htm  
  
 Entry deadline for the next Sunflower 
Showcase Photography Fest is November 14, 
2009. Watch website for updates. 
www.WagebrushVideo.com or 
www.SunflowerShowcaseOnline.com 
  
 Details are being worked out for the 
3rd Columbus Day Photo Contest held in 
October. Watch website for updates. 
www.fullspectrumimaging.org 
  
 www.porters.com is conducting the 
2010 calendar contest. Visit website for details 
(look under fun/entertainment tab). 
  

 

www.4-HPhotography.org
www.porters.com%20
http://www.wichitagardenshow.com/photography.html
http://www.wichitagardenshow.com/photography.html
http://www2.kumc.edu/coa/Photo_Contest/COA_PhotoContestResults.htm
http://www2.kumc.edu/coa/Photo_Contest/COA_PhotoContestResults.htm
www.WagebrushVideo.com
www.SunflowerShowcaseOnline.com%20
www.fullspectrumimaging.org
www.porters.com%20
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Test Your Knowledge 
 

I found this quiz at www.ShutterPoint.com. See how well 
you do. There is some great information on this website! 
 

1. Film speed refers to: 
   A. How long it takes to develop film 
   B. How fast film moves through  
       film-transport system 
   C. How sensitive the film is to light 
   D. None of  the above 
 

2. Depth of  field is controlled by: 
   A. The focal length of  the lens 
   B. The size of  the aperture opening 
   C. The distance between the camera and 
        lens 
   D. All the above 
   E. None of  the above 
 

3. Depth of  field refers to: 
   A. For landscape photography, how often 
        the grass is cut 
   B. The distance between the camera and the 
       subject 
   C. The amount of  front to back sharpness 
        in a photograph 
 

4. Which of  the following terms describe the 
    device within a lens which controls the 
    amount of  a light passed by the lens? 
   A. Concentric 
   B. Diaphragm 
   C. Adjustment 
   D. Obstructer 
 

 

 
5. What type of  lens would give a wider depth 
    of  field? 
   A. 35mm 
   B. 50 mm 
   C. 100 mm 
   D. 200 mm 
 

6. What does the 125 mean on the shutter 
    speed dial? 
   A. The camera’s autofocus system will 
        determine the best shutter speed, but 
        less than 125 
   B. The camera’s autofocus system will 
       determine the best shutter speed, but 
       more than 125 
   C. The shutter will open for 1.25 seconds 
   D. The shutter will open for 1/125 seconds 
 

7. What filter would you use in order to make 
    the sky darker and clouds stand out more? 
   A. Neutral density filter 
   B. Polarizing filter 
   C. Ultra violet filter 
   D. Blue filter 
 

8. You have changed the lens setting from 
    f/5.6 to f/11. What term describes the 
    action you have taken? 
   A. Stopping down 
   B. Opening up 
 

9. The SLR camera is one of  the most 
    popular types of  camera on the market 
    today. SLR stands for: 
   A. Single Lens Reflex 
   B. Standard Lens Refraction 
   C. Simple Light Recorder 
 

10. Many ultra wide-angle or very short 
     focal length lenses are known as: 
   A. Fish-eye lenses 
   B. Wide-eye lenses 
   C. Shallow lenses 
   D. A-class lenses 

www.ShutterPoint.com
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11. Which of  the following are especially 
      suitable for use in low-light photography? 
   A. Slow film (low ISO rating) 
   B. Fast shutter speed 
   C. Wide aperture 
   D. Polarizing filter 
   E. Zoom lens 
 

12. The Rule of  Thirds states that: 
   A. The subject of  a photograph should be 
        placed on an intersection of  the 
        imaginary lines dividing the frame into 
        thirds both horizontally and vertically 
   B. For the best exposure settings, the  
       aperture should be set to approximately 
       one-third of  the value of  the focal length 
       of  the lens 
   C. To achieve proper lighting for highlights 
       and shadows, a photographer should take  
       3 shots with various exposures, and then 
       combine them together. 
 

13. Which of  the following shutter speed and  
      aperture combinations is also equivalent  
      to 1/125s @ f11? 
   A. 1/1000s @ f2 
   B. 1/500s @ F5.6 
   C. 1/250s @ f16 
 

Just For Fun 
 

A. Neutral density           C. Red  
B. Polarizing                    D. Ultra violet 
 
Match the filter with its description. 
 
1. _____ Absorbs blue and green 
 
2. _____ Reduces reflections 
 
3. _____ Reduces the amount of  light that can 
               pass through a lens 
   
4. _____ Improves contrast and color saturation 

 
Answers to December/January Test Your 
Knowledge. 
 

1. T, 2. Lossy means, data is lost as the file is 
compressed. 3. F, Raw is a 16 bit file and 
JPEG is an 8 bit file. 4. F, Noise increases as 
ISO increases. 5. T, 6. F, Adjust the white 
balance with the camera while shooting. 7. F, 
The camera sets both the aperture and shutter 
speed. 8. F, You set the shutter speed and the 
camera sets the aperture. 9. T, 10. F, A 
histogram is a graph that tells about the 
exposure levels in the photo. 
 

Answers to December/January Just For 
Fun. 
 

a e n p r t t 
            P 

 
A 

 
T 

 
T 

 
E 

 
R 

 
N 

      
                   a b e l l m r u 

           U 
 

M 
 

B 
 

R 
 

E 
 

L 
 

L 
 

A 
    

                   e h o s 
               S 

 
H 

 
O 

 
E 

            
                   e i l n s 

              L 
 

I 
 

N 
 

E 
 

S 
          

                   f o s t 
 

c f o s u 
         S 

 
O 

 
F 

 
T 

   
F 

 
O 

 
C 

 
U 

 
S 

                   a h h r s 
              H 

 
A 

 
R 

 
S 

 
H 

          
                   a b c k 

 
g h i l t 

         B 
 

A 
 

C 
 

K 
            

    
L 

 
I 

 
G 

 
H 

 
T 

      
                   H A V E 

 
A 

 
M E R R Y 

       
                   H O L I D A Y   S E A S O N 

      

 

  


